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Oh for the hope of one day starting out on the Newsletter and being able to say that it’s been a period of 
relative calm across the family of Policing – for that is what we are, a family. 
 
But sadly, it’s been a period once again filled with the horrors that so many of us dread to hear about 
through our media.  In June we were struck with two senseless murders of police officers that seemed 
so near to home.  In New Zealand, a community that our own Region has been coming to link closely 
with more and more, the murder of unarmed Constable Matthew Dennis Hunt during a routine traffic 
stop.  His colleague was also injured in the attack as was a member of the public.  Anyone who has 
viewed the footage of the funeral of Constable Hunt when several hundred police officers performed a 
Haka, could not fail to have been moved by the event. 
 
Nearer to home from our friends in Section Ireland, we heard of the murder of Detective Garda Colm 
Horkan, in the town of Castlerea, when he attempted to intervene in a dispute on the street as he was 
walking back to his station.  On this occasion the officer was killed with his own firearm.  Again, an 
instant unprovoked attack that has destroyed not only the life of the officer, but that of his immediate 
and extended family and friends. 
 
And here on our own shores, as I write these phrases today, we hear of the news that three young men 
of 18 and 19 years, have been convicted and jailed for the manslaughter of PC Paul Harper during a 
burglary to steal a quad bike.  His wife Lissie, of just a few short weeks, expressed her disappointment 
at the failure of the jury to convict on the charge of murder.  But whatever the result, a senseless and 
thoughtless act has once again destroyed countless lives. 
 
I’m sure that we all extend our deepest thoughts to the families and loved ones of those officers who 
have been needlessly taken from us. 
 
      



 

 

The welcome hand of Friendship 

 
 

Again we are able to say welcome and offer the hand of Friendship to three new members who have 
recently become members of the IPA in the South Wales Branch. 
Hello to Julie Watkin Jones, a serving member of the Force Police Staff, and hello to Andrew James and 
Karl Stephens who are both serving officers in the Force. 
By now we would be in full swing with our 2020 social programme, but the current restrictions on  
activities we would usually take part in as a group have now blocked many of the items we had 
arranged.  But stick with us and we’ll be up and running again before long.  Don’t forget that there are 
webinars and various on-line seminars being presented here in the UK and out of the IPA Education 
Centre at Gimborn. 
As a Region we have attempted to distribute IPA publicity material via Force internal messaging 
systems.  Sadly, I hear that such information has always been distributed, limiting the opportunity of 
publicising just what the IPA has available for it’s members, both socially and professionally.  Our targets 
this past month have been the members of the Special Constabulary across Wales, but for whatever 
reason, the contacts to whom I have forwarded material do not appear to have passed it on.  So if you 
are a member of the Special Constabulary, please talk to your colleagues about the IPA and the 
advantages of membership.      
 
 

 

 
Do you have an interest in Family History (Genealogy if you’re posh)?  Well Section UK have formed 
such a Group, with members from one end of the country to the other and ranging in experience from 
‘just started’ to ‘been doing it for years’.  If you’d like to take part in our meetings, simply drop me an 
email so I can note your name.  We are currently applying to the NEC for formal recognition as a Special 
Interest Group. 
The Group has held one meeting so far via Zoom in order to formulate a structure and purpose.  To date 
we have received contacts from upwards of fifty members who have an interest in the research.  
Obviously we don’t want to be just meeting via zoom each month without some useful material being 
brought forward by those involved.  So if you have a particular area of interest that you’d care to share 
with us, please let me know and the screen will be yours for as long as you’d care to speak. 
For those who have indicated that they ‘don’t do zoom’, please let me assure you that just like the IPA 
Facebook sites, you do not require to set up a personal Zoom Account.  I send out a direct link ahead of 
the meeting and you simply click on it and it will bring you straight in to join us.  At the end of the 
meeting, you just click to Leave Meeting and you are out of it without any personal information having 
been taken from you. 
  



 

One for the Memory Bank of those members down South 

 
1960 – The opening of the Mumbles Police Station 

 
And IPA members are volunteering out in the Community 

 
Region member Willie Duggan responded to our request for spotlights on what the IPA is doing to 
help the community during these difficult times.  He’s being taking online studies in relation to 
Covid 19 Safety & Welfare awareness training to assist related emergency planning and other 
voluntary organisations to implement Health & Safety C19 Guidelines within the community.  This 
also includes future personal deployment studies during lockdown 
As a volunteer in the role as Safeguarding Representative for the Archdiocese of Cardiff he has  
been involved in the risk assessment applications and implementation of Health & Safety 
precautions, plus awareness training for  all church stewards under HM Government, Welsh 
Assembly and Archdiocese guidelines in reopening of churches and places for private prayer.  One 
of his many Certificates of Achievement gained by Willie is depicted here. 
Well done Willie for your effort and dedication in the community. 

 

IPA POLAND POLICE MEDIC OPPORTUNITY FOR RETIRED OFFICERS 
 

Well done to Keith Sinclair of North Wales Branch, who along with a member from Region 8, spotted a 
unique invitation from IPA Section Poland for IPA Section UK members to take part in a training event 
this October regarding medical / first aid matters in police operations. 
Both Keith and his associate will have all travel expenses, accommodation, transportation and meals 
covered by section Poland. 
Keith is a member of the Defensive Tactics SIG plus a member of the IPA Police Educators Group and is 
therefore actively involved in the presentation of training seminars at Gimborn.. 
He spotted the offer when it was recently presented on the Section UK Facebook pages, put his 
application forward and was accepted. 
These type of opportunities are there for the taking – but you have to make the effort of putting forward 
your application rather than simply sitting back and thinking that you’ll never be chosen.  We keep 
advising Region 4 members that unless you view the Facebook pages, you’ll miss a vast amount of 
Professional opportunities for serving and retired members.    



 

I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then it hit me. 

Ouch! 
 

A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab center said: 'Keep off the Grass.' 
D’oh! 

 

Finally, and inevitably 
 

 
 

Well, you have to wear a face mask in most shops and upon close encounters (of the third kind 
perhaps?), so why not at the same time show your support and publicise the IPA here in the UK.  
These face masks are on sale in the IPA shop via the website.  100% Fluid Repellent Polyester. 
Enhanced Wicking Technology. Washable & Reusable. Soft Inner Comfort Layer.  £7.00 each 
(plus p&p). Please email mail@ipa-uk.org to place your order.  
 
And while we make mention of the IPA online shop, Page I of this Newsletter features the new Thin 
Blue Line Charity patch that is currently on sale.  It has been designed to show the IPA support for 
the charity through 2020/2021.   The patch is 10cm x 5cm with Velcro backing and displays both 
associations.  It is now on sale from IPA HQ at £2.00 each (plus p&p) and part of the proceeds will 
be donated to the Thin Blue Line. 
 
Thank you to all our readers for your support.  We would welcome submission of articles for the 
Newsletter, either from the UK or from our many International friends around the world who happen 
to be reading these sheets. 
 
Denis Hunt – Editor d.hunt3@ntlworld.com  

Communications Today 
As much as we pretend to ignore and do without it, modern everyday communications are overtaking 
us. 
Simply within the IPA alone, since the advent of the dreaded lockdown we have been forced to identify 
new and alternative ways of running formal meetings, together with keeping an active social life for our 
members.  Heads have been scratched and many thoroughly inventive ideas have made us realise that 
we really can continue to meet with friends.  Are you aware that within the Section UK alone, thanks to 
the growth and use of Zoom you are able to join in at: 

 
Regular informal coffee mornings with international members, 

Gin, whisky or wine tasting sessions again with international members. 
Various quiz sessions 

Family History. 
   Professional seminars and webinars 

A Writers Group 
 Branch and Region Executive meetings 
  GAIN MANY NEW FRIENDSHIPS! 
 

 Don’t be worried about new technology – like the internet, it can open the door to a new world. 
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